
Year group: 5 Subject: History Term: Spring 

WOW/Starting Question: Were the Vikings invaders 
or settlers? 

 

Cross Curricular Links - Geography 
 

 Viking longship 

Viking runes 

Hours: 3 hours teaching time (approximately) 

Powerful Knowledge 
1. To know that the Vikings conflicted with 

the Anglo-Saxons between 793AD to 
1066AD for control over Britain. They 
travelled from Scandinavia and landed in 
Lindisfarne. 

2. To know that the Anglo-Saxons came 
looking for farm land and the Vikings 
were also searching for farm land and 
treasures to make them rich. They stole 
treasures from Monasteries 

3. To know the Vikings came from 
Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark) on longships and stole gold 
and jewels from monks in monasteries 

4. To know many British places were 
named by the Vikings (the suffix -by 
coming from the Scandinavian word for 
‘homestead’ or ‘village’.  

5. To know that the Vikings captured 
‘Jorvik’ (York) and was the Viking capital 
in England 

6. Exciting books I can read:  

Key vocabulary: 

Invade (verb) 

Invasion 

(noun) 

To invade a country means to enter it by force with 

an army.  

 

Invasion is the noun. 

Monk A monk is a member of a male religious community 

that is usually separated from the outside world. 

Monastery  A monastery is a building or collection of buildings in 

which monks live. 

Settler 

noun 

a person who moves with a group of others to live in a 

new country or area 

Norse (noun) Language: Vikings spoke Norse, which had an alphabet 

made up of runes. 

Longships The narrow boat used by Vikings to raid along coasts. 

 

  

Viking invasion of Britain from Scandinavia 
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https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/army
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/collection
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/live


 

   

 

 

 


